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Governors and Vice President for Industry and Government Relations at Alstom 
Transport. “We look forward to partnering with the federal, state and local 
governments as we help make public transit projects a reality in local 
communities.”  
 
APTA noted for each $1 billion invested in public transportation, 36,000 jobs 
are supported and created.  
 
The increase in ridership has led to the dramatic growth of the number of rail 
systems and vehicle replacements. The number of rail systems has increased 
more than two and one-half times since 1980. There were only 10 commuter 
rail systems in 1980 but by 2010 there were 28. The number of light rail 
systems increased five-fold, from 7 in 1980 to 35 in 2010. The roadway vehicle 
fleet now exceeds 150,000 with rail cars bringing the total to 172,000. The 
entire vehicle fleet grew from 116,000 in 1995 to over 172,000 in 2010.  
 
“This report shows that the growth trends in public transportation makes 
investing in the industry a smart business decision, said Jeffrey Wharton, Chair 
of APTA’s Business Development Committee and President of IMPulse NC. “Our 
investment in providing and servicing railcar infrastructure has been great for 
our business, but more importantly it helps grow a sustainable, modern 
transportation system that creates American jobs and spurs long-term 
economic growth.”  

 


